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EDITORIAL: 


Conyers accused; faces probe 


U.S. Rep. denies sex harassment 
allegation from former employee 


Todd Spangler 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. John Con- 
yers, D-Detroit, on Tuesday denied a 
BuzzFeed report stating he sexually ha- 
rassed an employee who received a set- 
tlement of more than $27,000 in 2015 
from his office funds even as the House 
Ethics Committee announced it had 
opened an investigation into the allega- 
tion. 

The bombshell accusation was lev- 


eled at Conyers late Monday, as Buzzfeed 
also reported that it had affidavits filed 
by three other former employees who 
said they saw the longest-serving active 
member of Congress and civil rights leg- 
end repeatedly make sexual overtures to 
female staffers, requesting sexual favors 
and touching them. 

It represented what could be the most 
serious threat ever to the 88-year-old 
Conyers’ storied career as fellow mem- 
bers of Congress and his own party 


See CONYERS, Page 6A 
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Rochelle Riley 
Dy Columnist 
SS Detroit Free Press 
A USA TODAY NETWORK 


The allegations are coming so fast 
now, it’s like a wall tumbling down — a 
wall that existed between painful si- 
lence and righteous declaration. 

But with each new allegation of 
sexual assault or harassment now 
comes an attitude that can only be de- 


On sexual assault, harassment, 
zero tolerance the only option 


scribed as stupid: That a person's guilt 
should somehow be based on his or 
her political party. 

The new parlor game is to compare 
the latest accused harasser with sexu- 
al predator Roy Moore, who not only 
should be subject to criminal investi- 
gation but who should be joined in 
court by all of the officials, law en- 
forcement officers and mothers in 


See RILEY, Page 6A 


METRO, 4A 


Explosion leaves 
18-foot crater 
A ruptured gas line caused a 


massive fire with flames 200 
feet high in Orion Twp. 


BUSINESS, 10A 


Shoppers’ social 
experience 
Black Friday shoppers rely 


on mobile technology to find 
deals, stay in touch. 


Weather 


High 38° X Low 28° 
Colder. Forecast, 2A 


Inside today’s Free Press 


WObituarieS occ 8A 
WClassified wo... 8B 
WGOMICS: deessdecsetissstesnevstesersies 7C 
K Puzzles eee eeeceeseseseseeeeeeee 4-5C 


Volume 187 | No. 202 ©2017 

Home delivery pricing inside 
Subscribe: 800-395-3300 
Classified: 586-977-7500; 800-926- 
8237 


II Daily $1.50 | 
| 5 


40788 11000 


Carr family finds purpose in helping 


others after 


losing their toddler son to rare type of brain cancer 


Jason Carr, left, with his wife, Tammi Carr, and their dog, Tootie. ELAINE CROMIE/SPECIAL TO THE DETROIT FREE PRESS 


GRATITUDE AMID GRIEF 


Kristen Jordan Shamus Detroit Free Press | USA TODAY NETWORK 


The words “Chad Always in Our Hearts” dangle at the center of a wind 
chime dancing in the breeze in the front yard. 

The car parked in the driveway is covered with ChadTough decals; its 
license plate spells out CHADTGH. 

Indoors, pictures of a smiling, blond-haired boy hang on the walls along- 
side photos of his brothers, CJ and Tommy, and the art he made with them 
and his cousins Drew, Sydney and Casey, who were like sisters. 

Although Chad Carr is gone, his presence is everywhere in the home of 
Tammi and Jason Carr. For two years, they’ve tried to find a way to not just 
survive the death of their youngest son, but also to find joy again. 

Somehow, some way, the Carrs have mustered that joy along with grat- 
itude in their grief following the loss of 5-year-old Chad to a deadly form of 


See CHAD CARR, Page 7A 


Michigan football Hall of 
Famers Lloyd Carr’s and Tom 
Curtis’ grandson Chad Carr. 
KIRTHMON F. DOZIER/DFP 


Detroit Mercy 
to cut tuition 
by 30%, aims 
to compete 
for students 


David Jesse 
Detroit Free Press 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


The University of Detroit Mercy will slash 
tuition for all students — both incoming and 
current — by 30%, starting in the fall of 2018. 

The base sticker price for tuition will be 
lowered from $41,158 to $28,000, the school 
announced Tuesday. That 
takes tuition back to the 
amount it was in 2008. 

“We want more students to 
take a serious look at us,” De- 
troit Mercy President Antoine 
Garibaldi said in an exclusive 
interview with the Free Press. 

A high sticker price is caus- 
ing that not to happen, Gari- 
baldi said, relating tales of students who were 
interested in the northwest Detroit school, 
but took one look at the $41,000 annual tu- 
ition and crossed the school off their list of 
colleges to consider. 

That was still happening, despite the uni- 
versity offering significant financial aid that 
meant most students didn’t pay that sticker 
price. 

School officials say they believe the move 
will provide a bigger boost to those students 
receiving financial aid. 

“The Assure Your Boundless Future Tu- 
ition Reset will also make it possible for feder- 
aland state grant dollars to go even further for 
students who qualify for the maximum need- 
based aid,” Deborah Stieffel, Detroit Mercy’s 
vice president for Enrollment Management 
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See DETROIT MERCY, Page 6A 
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